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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-676
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Lee, Boyer, Gaffney, Gulliford and Redman
Date of Introduction: September 24, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, PHS, RCD
Date of Analysis: September 27, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; approval of modified Metropolitan Park license agreement; adoption of interim rules for Metropolitan Park use
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 368 – Noise Control – to establish temporary noise standards for special events at Metropolitan Park effective through September 30, 2014 for events with an anticipated attendance of 500 or more at which amplified sound will be utilized.  The bill creates a definition of a “ticketed event” and defines the term “12 ticketed events”.  It approves a modified Metropolitan Park license agreement for use by the park for events that will have an anticipated attendance of 500 or more at which amplified sound will be utilized and adopts interim rules for the administration and governance of Metropolitan Park. The temporary noise standards, definition of “ticketed event” and modified Metropolitan Park license agreement are sunset as of September 30, 2014.
Background Information: The bill is introduced by the members of the Ad Hoc Committee on Metropolitan and Urban Parks to provide an interim regulatory system for large amplified music events at the park until a permanent system can be devised when the future of the park and its facilities is determined.  The interim noise standards provide for two alternative regulatory options: a decibel limit (broadband and octave) measured inside the park at the sound mixing board or the current decibel limits measured at the receiving properties outside the park if the concert promoter utilizes electro-acoustical sound steering technology inside the park.  The temporary standards limit event hours by day and by multi-day event, establish penalties for violations; regulate the number and location of stages within the park property; limit times when sound checks can take place, and establish a noise pollution compliance fee and sound monitoring requirement.
Policy Impact Area: Metropolitan Park operations
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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